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This is a course in research methodology in social psychology. Students are required to have 

completed PSY 101, 205, and 304. Topics will include how to read and evaluate empirical 

literature in social psychology, as well as how to design, collect, analyze and interpret data in 

social psychology. This course also teaches and expects mastery with APA style. As a result, this 

course satisfies the Area W, Tier 2 requirement and 1/2 the Area O requirement for General 

Education System OR Cluster 1C: Intermediate Writing requirement for University Studies. PSY 

381 (lab course) is a required 1 credit component to this course. The course is primarily lecture-

based but will provide students with the opportunity for in class discussion and activities. 

Performance will be evaluated by tests (300 points), attendance/in-class participation (100 

points), homework/take-home assignments (100 points), and a final research project (300) with 



presentation (100 points) and peer review (100 points). This course is based on 1000 achievable 

points.  

 

 

University Objectives Cluster 1C 

 Read with comprehension and critically interpret and evaluate written work in discipline-

specific contexts. 

 Demonstrate rhetorically effective, discipline-specific writing for appropriate audiences. 

 Demonstrate, at an advanced level of competence, use of discipline-specific control of 

language, modes of development and formal conventions. 

 Demonstrate intermediate information literacy skills by selecting, evaluating, integrating 

and documenting information gathered from multiple sources into discipline-specific 

writing. 

 

Class-Specific Outcomes: 

 Demonstrate knowledge of how to collect and analyze measures of social psychology 

(e.g., survey and behavior). 

 Read, understand, and critically evaluate social psychology literature, including empirical 

research reports 

 Demonstrate knowledge of fundamental concepts in social research and the scientific 

method 

 Demonstrate an understanding of ethics in psychological research when designing, 

conducting, analyzing, and reporting research 

 Conduct a literature review in social psychology 

 Describe and apply experimental and non-experimental research designs 

 Propose and conduct a research study using methodology appropriate to social 

psychology 

 Conduct appropriate statistical analyses used in social psychology 

 Write an APA style research report and other discipline-appropriate documents 

 Report research results through an oral presentation 

 

 

Communication 

 

The best way to contact me is through email: jfugate@umassd.edu. I will respond to your 

questions and comments within 48 hours (usually within 24, depending on time of day).  

 

If either my or the TA’s office hours conflict with your schedule and you need to meet, please 

email the course email (preferably 24 hours’ notice) to schedule another time to meet. One of us 

will meet with you.  

 

This class has a MyCourses site. To log into our class site,  

 (1) go to the myCourses website: http://dartmouth.umassonline.net (notice that there is no 

www before the URL). Then 

http://dartmouth.umassonline.net/


 (2) enter your UMass Dartmouth Logon username and password (the same username and 

password as your email account) in the appropriate fields and click "Login." Remember your 

username should be entered in all lowercase and contain no spaces. 

 

This class is part of the blended learning environment. Each topic has a module page on 

Mycourses that contains posted materials, along with other topic-specific information. Posted 

materials include copies of the pdfs of my lectures, links to the supplementary material from the 

text’s publisher, and sometimes additional video or links to articles in the news on the topic. 

Finally, each module also has a discussion board associated with it (where you chat about the 

topic with me, your TA, and classmates).  When there is homework due, it is placed in the 

module that it is due.  

 

We will be using the announcements page, the discussion board, and the calendar feature (due 

dates should appear on the calendar for the course). I will also post announcements. I also 

sometimes send out emails through this site, so be sure that you look to see whether there are 

course messages.  

 

 

Prerequisites 

 

You are required to have completed PSY101, 205, and 304. You must be a PSY major and have 

a minimum GPA of 2.75. This class fulfills intermediate writing requirement and the ½ the 

ORAL designation (or all of 1C if you’re in University studies).  

 

  

Policies 

 

Attendance:   

 

I strongly encourage you to attend all lectures and actively participate. 10% of your FINAL 

Grade is based on class participation (see below). I am aware that sometimes it is just not 

possible to attend class or that you simply have other things that you deem more important. I 

respect these decisions, but know that failure to attend classes means missing important 

information and opportunities to engage in participation points. Please be on time. If you must 

come in late or leave during class for any reason or leave early, please be respectful and let me 

know in advance, if possible. Class participation CANNOT be made up.   

 

Computer and Electronic Devices: 

 

I do allow computers or other portable electronic devices to be used in the classroom. If you use 

them, however, please be sure that you are using them for the purposes of note-taking and/or 

reading materials related to class.  If you want to be checking email, Face book, or working on 

something else, please do so elsewhere. It is distracting to those around you if you are looking at 

other materials than those for the class. In addition, I expect that if you are in class, you are 

paying attention.  

 



Accommodations: 

 

Students who require accommodations for physical and/or learning challenges should present 

appropriate documentation before the end of the second week of class. Students must also make 

an individual appointment to discuss the accommodations. Please note that accommodations 

must be made every semester and cannot be applied retroactively. 

Classroom Management:  

Cell phones, pagers, other electronic devices and disruptive conversation are not permitted 

during class as they are disrespectful to those who are actively engaged in the learning 

process. Please turn off and store any electronics not be used for class purposes. Any electronic 

devices being used for class purposes should have the sound turned off. 

All students are expected to abide by the UMass Academic Integrity Policy.  

Anyone caught cheating (e.g., using notes, looking at another’s test, using an electronic device, 

falsifying a test version number, sitting next to someone with the same test version number, etc.) 

will be failed in this course and brought up on University charges, even if the process jeopardizes 

graduation. Unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse.  

Emergency 

 

In the event of a University-wide emergency (e.g. school closing or class cancellation), UMass 

sends out email and/or text alerts through your electronic devices. Emergency cancellations or 

procedures are also generally listed on the main website. I will try to post additional information 

on Mycourses/announcements and send a class email, especially if there is a class-specific 

emergency. Be sure you check Mycourses announcements and that the email you use is correctly 

listed.  

 

 

 

Materials 

 

Required Text: 

 

There is one required book for the course: The Process of Research in Psychology, 2
nd

 ed. 

(McBride). The new version is available at the bookstore in loose-leaf, new for $88.00 or used 

for $66.00. You can also rent the text or purchase an online, Kindle version for a reduced price.  

 

Recommended Books:  

 American Psychological Association.  (2009). Publication manual (6
th

 ed.). Washington, 

DC:                   

       Author. 

 Any statistics textbook (Your book from PSY 205 is ideal.) 

 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/documentationguidelines/learningdisabilitiesguidelines/
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm


Because we are limited in the amount of material that can be covered in a semester and by the 

academic calendar, we will not necessarily be able to cover all the pages within any particular 

chapter or all chapters. See the schedule for pages to read and topics to be covered. I recommend 

that you read the entire chapter (or pages listed) BEFORE the beginning of the first lecture 

designated to that topic. We will not necessary always segment the chapter in the way it is 

presented in the book. Then, after a given lecture, you can RE-read and study the specific parts 

of the chapter dedicated to that lecture (along with additional information given in lecture that 

may not be in the text).  

 

Not all information covered in lecture will necessarily be in the text. In addition, not all 

information in the text (even assigned readings) will be covered in lecture. This is another reason 

for attending classes. 

 

Lecture slides (pdf version of the ppt) will be posted in advance of class for each lecture. Most 

students prefer to print the slides (you can print 6 per page) and bring them to lecture to take 

notes where they need to fill in information. Alternatively, you can bring your computer and 

have the pdf open to view the slides and take notes electronically in Word (the pdfs are not 

editable) or handwrite notes in a notebook. In these latter cases, I recommend that you record to 

what slide your notes pertain. 

 

 

Grading 

 

Please take full advantage of office hours and come see me or your teaching assistant (TA) 

if you have any problems, concerns, comments, or questions concerning the class. I offer a 

variety of ways to show me your knowledge and to earn points towards your final grade. Your 

TA’s hours are also listed at the top of the syllabus. If you would like to look at your test after 

you see your grade you may do so by going to my or your TA’s office hours or by making an 

appointment with one of us. Tests will not be given back in class. You should expect that you 

will have your test grade (posted on MyCourses) approximately one week after the date taken 

(this allows for me and your TA to read your short responses). Assignments and paper feedback 

will be graded and returned online. You should expect about a week’s delay on receiving 

feedback and/or grades (in order for your TA and me to read and grade them).  

 

Grades will be logged and updated on MyCourses after every test and homework assignment is 

graded. Participation points will be updated approximately every week to reflect the number of 

points achievable up to the current date. Participation points cannot be changed/argued for unless 

in the case of human error (e.g. entered incorrectly into MyCourses). Remember if you 

participate and put an effort into the participation exercises, you will receive the maximum 

number of points each time. 

 

Tests and the Final Exam: 

 

There are 2 tests in the course. Tests are NOT cumulative, and only cover information which is 

completed prior to the test date (and not included on a previous test). Each test is worth 150 



points (15%) of your final grade (30% total). All tests will be administered to you online 

during a class period. You will need a computer to access the tests.  

 

The tests will be 40 T/F and/ or  multiple choice WITH two additional short (typed) essay 

questions (1/4  to ½ page each). T/F and MC are each worth 3 points each and the two short 

essay questions are worth 15 points each. The majority of content will come from class 

lectures/ppt slides. Some content will come from assigned reading which may not necessarily be 

discussed in lecture/ppt slides. I strive hard to create fair, non-trivial, and straight-forward 

questions that test your understanding and synthesis of the material. That said, the questions are 

not necessarily “easy”. You need to read EACH choice carefully and think about what the 

question is asking. You should understand a researcher’s study for what it demonstrates (how it 

relates to the topic at hand), as well as be able to recognize the DV and the IV, any critical 

manipulations/conditions, and understand what the data mean for the hypothesis/purpose. 

 

Tests  CANNOT be made up, unless they are excused ahead of time and with documentation.  

In the event that a pre-approved excused absence occurs during a scheduled test, you may be 

granted an opportunity to take a different version at a later date. This is up to my discretion, and 

requires you alerting me BEFORE the test or final (not afterwards!) 

 

Although class members are encouraged to study together, everyone is expected to work alone 

on test days.  

 

There are also tutors in the Writing and Reading Center on the second floor of the Group I 

building available at no cost to you. All of us are here to help you to get the most out of the 

material and the semester. The course is certain to be challenging and we are here to help make it 

enriching, as well. This year, UMass Dartmouth has partnered with Atomic Learning to provide 

all UMass Dartmouth students, faculty and staff with access to free online software training. 

Atomic Learning provides a library of thousands of short, easy-to-understand, tutorials and 

technology skill training in video format designed to help you learn to use many different 

programs. You may find some of them of interest, especially for writing and navigating 

electronic resources.  

 

 

Attendance and Participation: 

 

Attendance is highly recommended (see above). In-class participation is worth 100 points (10%) 

of your final grade. Some days, at a random point during the lecture, you will have the 

opportunity to earn 10 points towards your final grade by completing the in-class activity. In-

class activities contributing to participation may take a variety of forms, including but not limited 

to: partner activities, individual short written responses, and/or small group activities. In-class 

activities are scored with either a 0 (not completed), 5 (not fully completed or completed with 

carelessness/little thought), or 10 (fully completed with care). Therefore, if you carefully and 

fully complete all in-class activities, you will earn 100 of the 1000 total points achievable in the 

class.  

 

http://www.umassd.edu/wrc/services/
http://www.umassd.edu/atomiclearning/


Class participation CANNOT be made up, unless for extended absences with my approval and 

documentation (see above). In these rare cases, the form may vary from the original in-class 

activity. 

 

CITI Program (Required): 

 

In order to be able to collect data at UMass Dartmouth, you need to complete the online 

Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) human research curriculum program.  You 

can access this program at https://www.citiprogram.org.  Register as a “New User” and choose 

UMASS Dartmouth as your institution.  You need to complete and pass (with a score of 80% or 

better) only the BASIC COURSE (Social and Behavioral Research Investigators).  At 

completion, you would be able to print a certificate which should be submitted to me within the 

first 2 weeks of classes (keep a copy for yourself).  Those who have not submitted the certificate 

won’t be allowed to participate in their group’s data collection effort. 

 

If you have already completed the CITI program for another purpose (e.g., another methods 

course, working as a research assistant), you do not have to do the training again.  Just provide 

me with a copy of the certificate by the due date. 

 

*There is no “grade” for completion of the CITI program, but its completion is required.  I will 

not accept a project plan from anyone who has not completed the program.* 

 

Assignments: 

 

There are two scheduled assignments in this class, each worth 50 points (100 points total). 

Assignments are posted on Mycourses and you need to submit your assignments using Safe 

Assign. Both require that you write brief (1-3 page) summaries/critiques of two social 

psychology empirical research studies (provided to you).  

You will have at least 2 weeks to complete both assignments (from the time posted to the time 

due). I no longer will accept hardcopies or separately emailed assignments. Safe Assign to 

upload your homework is available in the module on Mycourses of the week it is due. 

Assignments are due by CLASS TIME on the day due. I allow you to see the results of reports 

generated on your uploads that I use to monitor against plagiarism and copying. You are allowed 

one resubmission for uploaded files. Should your report come back with a score of >40%, you 

will have ONE and only ONE chance to resubmit a new version of your homework. If you do 

not or the report comes back again >40%, you may be brought up on University charges of 

plagiarism which may lead to an automatic failure of the class and possible suspension. See the 

academic honesty policy: UMass Academic Integrity Policy. 

Safe Assign Disclaimer: (adapted with permission from University of Massachusetts-

Amherst Library) 

As a condition of continued enrollment in this course, you agree to submit [your two 

homeworks] to the SafeAssign services for textual comparison or originality review for the 

detection of possible plagiarism. All submitted assignments will be included in the UMass 

Dartmouth dedicated databases of SafeAssign assignments. These databases of assignments will 

https://www.citiprogram.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm


be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism during the grading process and 

during this term and in the future. Students who do not submit their papers electronically to the 

selected service will be required to submit copies of the cover page and first cited page of each 

source listed in the bibliography with the final paper in order to receive a grade on the 

assignment. 

 

Assignments are scored from 0-50 points. Assignments can be turned in at any point up until 

CLASS TIME on the day it is due! The due dates are on the syllabus schedule and also appear on 

the homework instructions posted on Mycourses.  

 

Even if you are ill or have an excused absence, you will not be allowed to make these things up. 

You have sufficient time to complete the homework so there is no excuse for waiting and then 

not being able to submit them. 

 

 

Research Project/Paper: 

 

All students (in all sections of Research methods) complete a research project and final paper 

and presentation of this research. The final paper is worth 300 points (30% of final grade). It is 

required. You must complete and pass this component (regardless of your performance in the 

rest of the class) to pass this course. As such, a passing grade cannot be earned in this course 

without earning a passing grade on the oral report(s). No exceptions to the policy explained in 

this document will be made.  

 

As part of a small group, you will design a research project in social psychology. Individually, 

you will write up that project in APA style.  Because of the size and scope of this project, you 

will be required to turn in preliminary drafts in stages (see schedule).  

 

You will be assigned to a group with 4-5 others.  Each group will pick one very general topic. 

You may choose from the list below or speak to me about other ideas.  Assignments to groups 

will be made by me, based as much as possible on your interests.  Groups will then work 

together to develop a specific research question within their general topic. 

 

 Suggested topics: 

  prejudices/stereotypes 

  attitudes/beliefs  

  emotion 

  helping 

  attraction/romance     

 

You and your group will be collecting real data. This is an instrumental component of research. 

You will be given class time to collect your data from students in the class, or you may choose to 

collect your data outside of class using other students. Your study/experiment MUST be 

approved by me prior to conducting. This includes how the study/experiment will be 

implemented and who is your sample.  

 



Your final paper will be the culmination of your final project. All revisions from your drafts 

must be made for your final paper, and your final paper must incorporate any feedback you are 

given in order to receive the full points within a section. Your final paper will include 

introduction, method, results, and discussion sections; appropriate tables and figures; an 

appendix; and a reference section. Your paper should be 15-20 pages in length (not counting title 

page, tables and figures, appendix, and references) and must follow correct APA style. An APA 

style reference page is also required, and must include at least 3 references. Each final project 

group member turns in an individual final paper to me through Safe Assign.  

 

 Group Work vs. Individual Work for the Final Project 

 

             What you do as a Group:                        What you do as an Individual: 

       Think of project ideas       Write your own Introduction draft 

       Complete section “plans”       Write your own Method draft 

       Do a literature search       Write your own Results draft 

       Design your study       Write your own Discussion draft 

       Collect your data       Present your group poster 

       Analyze your data       Write your own final paper 

       Construct the poster  

 

 

Although this might seem like a daunting task to you initially, there is no need to worry.  We will 

spend the entire course working towards this final outcome.  My TA and I will be available to 

help you with every step of the way.  Of course, you will need to work hard.  But as long as you 

spend the time and effort necessary, I have no doubt that you will do fine.  I also believe that you 

will enjoy learning about ways in which psychological questions may be answered through the 

scientific process.   The research paper is the most important aspect of this course.  The goal is to 

carry out your own psychological study, and then present the findings in writing, as though you 

are sending your paper to a scientific journal for publication.  It is only through conducting your 

own study that you will truly understand how psychologists conduct research.   

 

Feedback. You will receive feedback from me and your TA on the various components of the 

paper as you turn them in. As with the homeworks, you’ll submit sections through Safe Assign. 

Each draft section is due by CLASS TIME of the day it’s due. There are no points, however, 

associated with turning in a draft of each section. If you adhere to all the due dates for individual 

sections, you will be receiving feedback from me and, assuming you take it into account, there is 

no reason why you should not receive all or nearly all the points on the final paper for that 

section.  

 

If you turn in something that is not comprehensible or complete for a draft section, my feedback 

to you will be the same. What you put in is what you’ll get back.  

 

If you do not turn in the section by the due date, you will not receive feedback on it. I will not 

accept section drafts after the due dates. I can’t simply keep up with grading and feedback on 

sections if you don’t turn them in when requested (I put the due dates in to provide you with 

sufficient feedback before the next section is due).  



 

You will also have a chance to receive peer review of the final draft (see below). 

 

*Remember: If you do not turn in a section at its due date, I will not have had the 

opportunity to give you feedback and you will likely not be able to do a complete or 

thorough job on this section for the final paper. It’s your choice.* 

 

 

Peer Review  

 

You will be peer-reviewing a classmate’s drafts of the research paper.  The peer-review is worth 

100 points (10% of your final grade). Additional instruction will be given as the time 

approaches. This is an effective way to not only help another student, but also your own writing 

while learning about another’s topic. It will also give you additional practice with reading and 

critiquing empirical research.  

 

Oral Presentation 

 

 All students are required to present their final research project with their group in oral format at 

the Psychology Research Exhibition on MAY 6, 2015. The oral presentation is worth 100 points 

(10% of your final grade). Each person must speak and should cover one or two of the research 

sections: background, hypothesis, methods, results, and/or discussion. All projects will be 

presented as posters and explained by the group to attendees of the exhibition. In addition, I will 

circulate and listen to a presentation of each poster which will serve as your grade for the oral 

presentation required as part of this class and the Oral requirement. The goal of this assignment 

is to give you practice in presenting research. 

 

Because this course fulfills a portion of the GenEd area O requirement, the oral component of 

this class must be completed with a passing grade.  As such, a passing grade cannot be earned in 

this course without earning a passing grade on the oral report(s). No exceptions to the policy 

explained in this document will be made.  

 

Extra Credit 

 

All students in Research Methods are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to enter their completed 

project as a poster at the Psi Chi Symposium, May 2 (Sat.), here on campus. The Psi Chi 

Symposium is modeled after national psychology conferences and allows both Psychology 

undergraduate and graduate students (along with faculty supervisors and mentors) to showcase 

their research. There are also several, well-recognized Psychology speakers from various areas of 

psychology who will give presentations. The symposium usually runs from 9:30-2 pm. If you 

attend at least 2/3 of the conference but do not present your research poster, you will receive 

2.5% EC. If you present your poster at the conference (requires attendance) you will receive 5% 

EC. 

 

Final Grade Breakdown: 

 



Attendance/In-class Participation: 100 points (ten 10 point activities) 

Homework: 100 points (two 50 point assignments) 

Tests: 300 points (two 150 point tests) 

Final Research Paper: 300 points 

Peer Review of Paper: 100 points 

Oral Presentation: 100 points 

________________ 

TOTAL 1000 points 

 

There is NO scaling/curving for final grades or on individual components of grades. In the rare 

event an answer on a test/final is incorrectly designated, additional points will be awarded. In the 

rare event that more than 10% of the class can suggest a reasonable alternative to the designated 

answer, additional points may be awarded. 

 

Final grades will be assigned based on the total percentage achieved: A: 930-1000, A-: 900-920, 

B+: 870-890, B: 830-860, B-: 800-820, C+: 750-790, C: 700-740, C-: 650-690, D+: 600-640, 

D: 550-590, D-: 500-540, F: below 500. The grading scale is very generous (50% is passing).  

 

Incomplete Grades:  

According to the university catalogue, an incomplete grade may be given only in exceptional 

circumstances at the discretion of the instructor and at the student's request no more than 48 

hours after the final exam or class. The student must be passing the course at the time of the 

request or be sufficiently close to passing that the instructor believes that upon completion of the 

work, the student will pass the course. If the work is not completed with one year of recording 

the I, the grade will become an F(I). 

 

 

Disclaimer: 

 

Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) 

statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.  

 

 

Electronic Communication Disclaimer: 

The University policy specifies that students are responsible for all official correspondence sent 

to their standard UMD e-mail address (@umassd.edu). Privacy considerations, such as federal 

law, may apply when using an address other than the standard University e-mail address. 

 

 

 

  



 

Schedule 

 

 

Date Topic Reading 

Jan. 27 

(T) 

INTRODUCTION 

 What is research and what does it 

look like in social psychology? What 

is empirical research and how is it 

different from other sources? What 

are the parts of a research article? 

Chapter 1 (all) 

Chapter 2 (29-33) 

Jan. 29 

(TH) 

TOPIC 1 - RESEARCH 

QUESTIONS AND HYPOTHESES 

How do you come up with a research 

question? How do you locate 

research? What is a hypothesis? 

What are the steps to research? 

Chapter 2 (pp. 19-29 & 33-42) 

 

Feb. 3 

(T) 

TOPIC 2 – RESEARCH METHODS 

AND RESEARCH DESIGN  

What are some common 

methodologies used in (social) 

psychology? What are some of the 

different study designs used? What 

makes an experiment a “true 

experiment”? What are variables? 

What is the difference between 

internal and external validity? What 

are some common biases to consider 

in research design? 

Chapter 3 and 4 (all) 

Feb. 5 

(Th) 

TOPIC 3 – SAMPLING AND 

PARTICIPANT RECRUITMENT 

What are the different types of 

samples? How do you recruit 

participants? What is a sample vs. 

population? How do we make 

judgments about population from 

sample (inferential statistics and 

sampling error)? 

Chapter 6 (all) 

Feb. 10 

(T) 

TOPIC 4 – ETHICS 

How do we protect participants’ 

confidentiality and privacy in 

research? What is coercion and 

deception? What are the IRB and 

IACUC? What is informed consent? 

How do we report scientific findings 

Chapter 5 (all) 



ethically (plagiarism and accurate 

data reporting)?  

Feb. 12 

(TH) 

TOPIC 5 – APA STYLE 

What is the APA? Why do they have a 

“style”? How do you write using this 

style? 

Chapter 8 (all) 

CITI due 

Feb. 17 

(T) 

NO CLASS (follow M’s schedule)  

Feb.19 

(TH) 
TEST 1  

Feb. 24 

(T) 

TOPIC 6– REVIEW OF 

DESCRIPTIVE AND 

INFERENTIAL STATISTICS  

What is the difference between 

descriptive and inferential statistics? 

How do we measure central tendency 

and variability? What is statistical 

significance?  

Chapter 7 (all)  

 

 

Feb. 26 

(TH) 

TOPIC 7 - INFERENTIAL 

STATISTICS I (Experimental and 

Quasi-Experimental) 

What is the difference between a t-

test and ANOVA? 

Chapter 11 & 12 (all) 

Chapter 14 (beginning) 

 

Mar 3 

(T) 

TOPIC 8 –INFERENTIAL 

STATISTICS II (Correlational) 

What is the difference between a 

Pearson and Spearman correlation?  

Chapter 10 (all) 

Chapter 14 (end) 

 

Mar 5 

(TH) 

 

Practice reading and writing 

background/introduction  

 

Mar 10 

(T) 

-Group assignment and project idea; 

project plan due by end of class 

-Project topic and background search; 

introduction plan due by end of class 

 

Mar 12 

(TH) 

Practice reading and writing methods 

section 

APA section: Annotated 

bibliographies with articles due 

through SAFE ASSIGN 

 

Mar 17 

(T) 
NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK  

Mar 19 

(TH) 
NO CLASS; SPRING BREAK  

Mar 24 

(T) 

Identify sample and plan 

methodology; methods plan due by 

end of class 

 

APA section: Introduction due 

through SAFE ASSIGN 



Mar 26 

(TH) 
DATA COLLECTION IN CLASS  

Mar 31 

(T) 

Practice reading and writing results 

section 

APA section: Methods due 

through SAFE ASSIGN 

 

Apr 2 

(TH) 

Discussion Article #1 HOMEWORK 1 due SAFE ASSIGN 

Apr 7 

(T) 

Identify data analysis; results plan 

due by end of class 

 

Apr 9 

(TH) 

Practice reading and writing 

discussion section 

APA section: Results due through 

SAFE ASSIGN 

Apr 14 

(T) 

Project discussion section; discussion 

plan due by end of class 

 

Apr 16 

(TH) 

Discussion Article #2 HOMEWORK 2 due SAFE ASSIGN 

Apr 21 

(T) 
TEST 2  

Apr 23 

(TH) 

TOPIC 9 – PITFALLS OF 

WRITING AND EFFECTIVE 

COMMUNICATION OF 

RESEARCH 

What are the major stumbling blocks 

to effective writing and presentation 

of research? What does it mean to 

publish research? What happens in 

the publication process? Why do null 

findings get overlooked (the bias of 

publication)? 

APA section: Discussion due through 

SAFE ASSIGN 

Apr 28 

(T) 
CATCH-UP DAY/REVIEW APA section: Abstract due through 

SAFE ASSIGN 

APA section: References due through 

SAFE ASSIGN 

 

Apr 30 

(TH) 
PEER REVIEW DAY Complete APA Draft due through 
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May 5 

(T) 
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TOMORROW INSTEAD 

 

 

PSI CHI Conference May 2
nd

 for EC! 

Research Exhibition ORAL PRESENTATION May 6th! 

FINAL PAPER  May 12
th

! 

NO FINAL EXAM.  



 

Common Format for Research Methods Final Papers 
 

I. Body of paper 

A. Introduction: By the time the reader has reached the end of the introduction, it should be 

obvious that your study is important and worthy of reading. The reader should be prepared for 

the method section. 

1. intro to the general topic of study 

-describe the topic of interest and what aspects of it are most relevant to your study 

2. discussion of relevant background studies to your topic of interest 

-literature should be integrated in a coherent fashion, and not discussed in a list-like format 

-only discuss aspects of the literature that are relevant to your study; do not summarize every 

single portion of the study 

3. justification of the present study 

-it should be clear what your present study addresses that was not covered in the previous 

literature 

4. brief and basic description of the current study 

-design should follow from the justification, and prepare the reader for your hypotheses 

5. hypotheses 

-explain briefly why you are making these hypotheses (tie back in w/ lit review) 

 

B. Method: Remember that the Method should include enough detail so that the reader can 

assess the reliability and validity of your study, and could potentially replicate your study. 

1. Participants 

-describe the number of participants you will use, any relevant demographics, where they are 

from and how they were recruited, and what, if any, incentive was given 

2. Materials 

-explain exactly what participants were presented with 

---if you are using materials from another source, make sure to give a citation and explain any 

changes you made to the materials 

---if you are using your own materials, make sure to explain the guidelines you used to develop 

them 

-give example(s) in text and refer to the Appendix/Appendices 

3. Procedure 

-explain exactly what the participants did, in chronological order, including assignment to 

conditions, instructions they received, number of trials, timing, etc. 

-your procedure should include a brief description of ethical guidelines that were followed 

 

C. Results: Remember that the Results should describe all the tests you did, even when the 

outcomes weren't statistically significant. Also remember to NOT include any interpretation of 

your results -- that comes in the Discussion section. 

1. report descriptive statistics 

-means (M) and either SDs, SEs, or CIs for your continuous DVs 

-report frequencies (ex. solution frequencies) for categorical DVs 

-you can report descriptive stats in text or in a table 

---If you put these in a figure or table, you should not include them in the text.  But, you need to 



refer to the table or figure, using an expression like “as shown in Table 1”. If the cell sample 

sizes are not clear from the Method section, they should be included. 

2. report inferential statistics and explain in plain English what they mean 

Here is an example: 

"To investigate the effect of having a title on memory for text, the number of words from the text 

that participants recalled was compared between the title and no title groups. There was a 

significant effect of title on recall, t (9) = 2.50, p = .03.  Readers with titles (M = 27, SD = 3.2) 

recalled more words from the text than readers who did not receive a title (M = 18.5, SD = 2.5)."  

 

Inferential test statistics must contain: the value of the test statistic, degrees of freedom, 

probability of obtaining the statistic (the exact p value, or < the alpha level; do not report p = .00 

-- instead write p = .001) and effect size.  

-As an example, for each ANOVA result you need: F (1, 20) = 6.77, p = .01, ηp
2
 = .38  

-Follow-up tests for ANOVAs do not require effect sizes, so for your follow up t-tests you need:  

t (19) = 4.5, p = .04 

-Note that there are SPACES around the statistical terms and that t, F, and p are italicized. 

Other statistical tests require different information. See the examples that I e-mailed you, or 

published examples from our class readings, or your APA manual. 

**It is effective to show inferential statistics in table or figure format. Some statistical techniques 

(hierarchical regression, logistic regression, etc.) require the use of tables. 

 

D. Discussion 

1. Summarize your main findings 

-in one paragraph, summarize your main findings from the results section 

2. Connect your results to your hypotheses 

-repeat each hypothesis, noting whether it was supported or not 

3. Connect your results to previous literature 

-how do your findings connect to the literature you reviewed in your introduction? are they 

consistent, inconsistent with it? 

-you may need to add in additional studies here to explain your findings 

4. Discuss any limitations of your research study 

-point out relevant limitations of the method chosen, or questions your study does not address 

-however, remember you are trying to make an argument that your research contributes to 

scientific knowledge, so you do not want to argue that the study was conducted poorly 

5. Make suggestions for future research 

-based upon your findings and the current literature, what's the next step?  

-one idea for here might come in your previous section, about questions that your research does 

not address 

 

II. Additional sections 

A. Title page: you must have a correctly formatted title page that includes the authors' names, 

affiliation(s), and the title of the paper. See your textbook or the APA manual for examples. 

B. Abstract: you must have a correctly formatted abstract. You may use the one you wrote for 

the Psi Chi conference (feel free to update it). 

C. Reference section: your reference section must include every reference from your paper, and 

be formatted in correct APA style. 



D. Appendix (Appendices): you must include all of your materials in an appendix (or 

appendices). These must follow correct APA style including 12 pt font for all your materials. 

Appendices are ordered by letter. 

E. Tables: if you include any tables for reporting your results, they must be correctly formatted. 

Tables are ordered by number and each begins on a new page. 

F. Figure: if you include any figures for reporting your results, they must be correctly formatted. 

Figures are ordered by number and each begins on a new page. See the APA manual for 

formatting. 

 

Order of paper sections: 

1. Title page 

2. Abstract 

3. Body (introduction [remember to write your title here instead of the word introduction], 

method, results, discussion) 

4. References 

5. Appendix/Appendices 

6. Table(s) -- each on a new page 

7. Figures -- each on a new page 

 

  



Common Grading Rubric for Research Methods Final Papers 

       

Section    Possible Pts   Pts Earned   

       

Title Page  9    

       

Abstract  9    

       

Introduction      

 Literature Review  45    

 Hypotheses  12    

 Explanation of IV/DV  12    

 Logical Flow/Writing  27    

       

Method      

 Participants  15    

 Materials/Stimuli  15    

 Procedure  15    

 Ethics     9    

Results      

         

 Stat Analysis  30    

 

Connection to 

Hypotheses  15    

 Interpretation  15    

       

Discussion      

 Connection to hypotheses 15    

 Connection to Lit review 15    

 Limitations  6    

 Future Directions  6    

       

References/APA Style  30    

       

Tables (included in Stat)       

       

Figures      (included in stat)       

              

 Total  300    

       

 

       

 


