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This course is a general introduction to cognition from the perspectives of 

cognitive psychology, cognitive science, and cognitive neuroscience. Topics 

will include the neural and cognitive bases of perception, categorization, 

attention, memory, knowledge, language, reasoning and problem solving. 

This course develops the theme that cognition is grounded in the biology of perception, 

movement, emotion, and introspection, rather than being disembodied as in traditional 

theories. 

 

Communication 

 

 

*General questions/clarifications should be emailed to the course email: 

cognitionw@gmail.com. I will try to respond to your questions and comments 

within 48 hours (usually within 24, depending on time of day). Only I have access to 

this account. I create a course email for each course so that I can easily keep track of who 

you are and in what course/section you are in. Please use these accounts, as it facilitates 



me being able to get back to you expediently. You should use the course email for ALL 

questions regarding course material/content (including text, any supplementary readings 

and class ppts), tests, assignments, and general questions about what is due when. Please 

also use this account to schedule a time to meet with either me, to review a quiz or pick 

up an unclaimed homework assignment, and to ask questions surrounding and clarifying 

grades.  

 

This class has a MyCourses site. To log into our class site,  

 (1) go to the myCourses website: http://dartmouth.umassonline.net (notice that 

there is no www before the URL). Then 

 (2) enter your UMass Dartmouth Logon username and password (the same 

username and password as your email account) in the appropriate fields and click 

"Login." Remember your username should be entered in all lowercase and contain no 

spaces. 

 

Grades, any supplementary materials (including reading and homework instructions), as 

well as .pdf copies of the class ppt slides are posted on the site. Email 

communications/announcements will also go out through/be posted on this site. Please 

make sure that your email is correctly listed and is the one you use.  

 

 

Prerequisites 

 

PSY 101, 205; PSY majors only; Minimum Overall GPA of 2.75 

 

Policies 

 

Attendance:   

 

I strongly encourage you to attend all lectures and actively participate. 10% of your 

FINAL Grade is based on class participation (see below). I am aware that sometimes it is 

just not possible to attend class or that you simply have other things that you deem more 

important. I respect these decisions, but know that failure to attend classes means missing 

important information and opportunities to engage in participation points. Please be on 

time. If you must come in late or leave during class for any reason or leave early, please 

be respectful and let me know in advance, if possible.  

 

Assignments/homework will NOT be accepted late. All assignments/homework are due 

in HARDCOPY at the beginning of the class period listed. Quizzes/exams CANNOT be 

made up. 

 

In the event of an extended illness or emergency (death in the family, hospitalization) 

(both with documentation) resulting in missing more than 2 consecutive lectures, you 

may be granted an opportunity to turn in assignments/response papers late for those days. 

Whether or not the opportunity will be granted is up to my discretion and will require 

emailing me and setting up an appointment with me when you are able to return. In the 

http://dartmouth.umassonline.net/


event that an approved extended absence occurs during a scheduled quiz or final exam, 

you may be granted an opportunity to take a different version at a later date.  

 

Computer and Electronic Devices: 

 

I do allow computers or other portable electronic devices to be used in the classroom. If 

you use them, however, please be sure that you are using them for the purposes of note-

taking and/or reading materials related to class.  If you want to be checking email, Face 

book, or working on something else, please do so elsewhere. It is distracting to those 

around you if you are looking at other materials than those for the class. In addition, I 

expect that if you are in class, you are paying attention.  

 

Accommodations: 

 

Students who require accommodations for physical and/or learning challenges should 

present appropriate documentation before the end of the second week of class. Students 

must also make an individual appointment to discuss the accommodations. For more 

information, please see 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/documentationguidelines/learningdisabilitiesguidelines/ 

Please note that accommodations must be made every semester and cannot be applied 

retroactively. 

Classroom Management:  

Cell phones, pagers, other electronic devices and disruptive conversation are not 

permitted during class as they are disrespectful to those who are actively engaged in the 

learning process. Please turn off and store any electronics not be used for class purposes. 

Any electronic devices being used for class purposes should have the sound turned off. 

All students are expected to abide by the UMass Academic Integrity Policy: 

http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm or 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/academicregulations

andprocedures/  

Anyone caught cheating (e.g., using notes, looking at another’s test, using an electronic 

device, falsifying a test version number, sitting next to someone with the same test 

version number, etc.) will be failed in this course and brought up on University charges, 

even if the process jeopardizes graduation. Unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse.  

Emergency 

 

In the event of a University-wide emergency (e.g. school closing or class cancellation), 

UMass sends out email and/or text alerts through your electronic devices. Emergency 

cancellations or procedures are also generally listed on the main website. I will try to post 

additional information on Mycourses/announcements and send a class email, especially if 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/documentationguidelines/learningdisabilitiesguidelines/
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm


there is a class-specific emergency. Be sure you check Mycourses announcements and 

that the email you use is correctly listed.  

 

 

Materials 

 

Required Text: 

 

There is one required book for the course: Reisberg “Cognition” (5
th

 ed). Older versions 

are acceptable and may be purchased for a lower price, but keep in mind that chapter 

topics may vary and page numbers. In addition, some content may be different or not 

included. You can also rent the text or purchase an online, Kindle or e-version for a 

reduced price. 

 

Because we are limited in the amount of material that can be covered in a semester and 

by the academic calendar, we will not necessarily be able to cover all the pages within 

any particular chapter or all chapters. See the schedule for pages to read and topics to be 

covered. I recommend that you try to read the entire chapter (or pages listed) BEFORE 

the beginning of the first lecture designated to that topic. We will not necessary always 

segment the chapter in the way as it is presented in the book. Then, after a given lecture, 

you can RE-read and study the specific parts of the chapter dedicated to that lecture 

(along with additional information given in lecture that may not be in the text).  

 

** Not all information covered in lecture will necessarily be in the text. In addition, not 

all information in the text (even assigned readings) will be covered in lecture. ** This is 

another reason for attending classes. I try to make each interactive and demonstrate 

psychological concepts by looking at the experiments which contributed to our 

understanding of how the brain works. I take great time in arranging each ppt lecture to a 

consistent format, in which vocabulary, concepts, experiments, and real world 

implications are similarly colored and structured. Students find this consistency helpful in 

organizing the topics and material.  

 

*This course has a LARGE amount of reading. Most topics include somewhere between 

30 and 70 pages of text. You should budget at least 4 hours to read the text each week, 

once straight through. You should then budget approximately 30 minutes after each 

lecture to re-read the parts of the text relevant to the lecture and review/rewrite your 

notes.* 

 

Lecture slides (pdf version of the ppt) will be posted in advance of class for each lecture. 

Most students prefer to print the slides (you can print 6 per page) and bring them to 

lecture to take notes where they need to fill in information. Alternatively, you can bring 

your computer and have the pdf open to view the slides and take notes electronically in 

Word (the pdfs are not editable) or handwrite notes in a notebook. In these latter cases, I 

recommend that you record to what slide your notes pertain. 

 

 



Additional Learning Materials available online:   

wwnorton.com/studyspace  

This site is made available from the publisher to students using the book and offers audio 

podcasts, animations, labeling exercises, quizzes, video exercises, and Psychology in the 

Newsfeed. 

Additional Readings: 

In addition to the book, I may assign empirical or review articles. I will provide you 

either with hard copies of the articles in class or electronic versions on MyCourses. Any 

additional readings as will be made available at least 2 class periods in advance. An 

announcement will be made in class or on MyCourses if additional reading is assigned. 

 

Grading 

 

Please take full advantage of coming to see me if you have any problems, concerns, 

comments, or questions concerning the class. If you would like to look at your test after 

you see your grade you may do so by making an appointment with me. Quizzes will not 

be given back in class. You should expect that you will have your quiz grade (posted on 

MyCourses) approximately two class periods after the date taken (this allows me to 

submit your scantrons to the testing center and log all grades). Assignments will be 

handed back in class. You should expect approximately a one week delay on receiving 

your assignment grade.  

 

Grades will be logged and updated on MyCourses after every quiz and homework 

assignment is graded.  

 

 

Quiz and Exams: 

 

There are 3 quizzes and a final in the course. Quizzes are NOT cumulative, and only 

cover information which is completed prior to the quiz date (and not included on a 

previous quiz). The final exam IS cumulative. Your lowest quiz score will be dropped. 

Each quiz is worth 150 points (15%) of your final grade (30% total). The final is worth 

300 points (30% total).  

 

There are also tutors in the Writing and Reading Center on the second floor of the Group 

I building available at no cost to you. All of us are here to help you to get the most out of 

the material and the semester. The course is certain to be challenging and we are here to 

help make it enriching, as well. This year, UMass Dartmouth has partnered with Atomic 

Learning to provide all UMass Dartmouth students, faculty and staff with access to free 

online software training. Atomic Learning provides a library of thousands of short, easy-

to-understand, tutorials and technology skill training in video format designed to help you 

learn to use many different programs. You may find some of them of interest, especially 

for writing and navigating electronic resources. Login at https://my.umassd.edu/ using 

https://my.umassd.edu/


your UMD Logon (email username and password), select Campus Tools and then Atomic 

Learning. 

 

Each quiz will have 40 scantron questions worth 3 points each. In addition, each quiz will 

have two short answer questions, worth 15 points each. The final will have 80 scantron 

questions worth 3 points each, and four short answer questions worth 15 points each. The 

majority of content will come from class lectures/ppt slides. Some content will come 

from assigned reading which may not necessarily be discussed in lecture/ppt slides. I 

strive hard to create fair, non-trivial, and straight-forward questions that test your 

understanding and synthesis of the material. That said, the questions are not necessarily 

“easy”. You need to read EACH choice carefully and think about what the question is 

asking. You should understand a researcher’s study for what it demonstrates (how it 

relates to the topic at hand). You do NOT need to memorize researchers’ names or dates 

or minor details that do not contribute to why the study was presented.  

 

Bring a sharpened pencil, an eraser, and a pencil sharpener to all tests.  Any student who 

arrives late will not be granted additional time to finish a test or exam and will be graded 

on the amount of work completed during the scheduled test period.  You may not leave 

the room during a quiz or test. Any student who leaves a quiz/test will be graded on the 

work completed prior to exiting the room.  He or she may not return to finish the test.   

 

Although class members are encouraged to study together, everyone is expected to work 

alone on test days.  The only allowed tools during tests are your brain, pencils, and an 

eraser.   

 

Quizzes/final exam CANNOT be made up, unless for extended absences with my 

approval and documentation (see above). 

 

Attendance/Participation: 

 

10% of your final grade (100points) is distributed as attendance/participation. On ten 

occasions (10 class periods) you must contribute to the class discussion by asking a 

thoughtful question or sharing a group response. Each is worth 10 points. No partially 

credit given. 

 

Response Papers: 

 

Before the start of most topics, you are to compose a short response paper (4-7 sentences) 

to the topic question (see the schedule). Each is worth 20 points, for a total of 100 points 

(10%) of your final grade. Responses are due through the discussion boards on 

Mycourses at beginning of the class period listed. Responses are scored with as 0, 10 0r 

20.  

 

 

Assignments: 

 



There are two scheduled assignments in this class, each worth 100 points (200 points 

total). Instructions will be given in class on the day listed on the syllabus. You will have 

at least 3 weeks to complete the assignment. Assignments are due through Safe Assign on 

MyCourses at beginning of the class period listed. 

 

Assignments/response papers will NOT be accepted late, unless for extended absences 

with my approval and documentation (see above). Scores on the response papers are 

final, and will not be changed unless in the case of human error (e.g. logging in the score 

incorrectly or mistakenly forgetting to login a score). 

 

Safe Assign Disclaimer: (adapted with permission from University of Massachusetts-

Amherst Library) 

As a condition of continued enrollment in this course, you agree to submit [your two homeworks] 

to the SafeAssign services for textual comparison or originality review for the detection of 

possible plagiarism. All submitted assignments will be included in the UMass Dartmouth 

dedicated databases of SafeAssign assignments. These databases of assignments will be used 

solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism during the grading process and during this 

term and in the future. Students who do not submit their papers electronically to the selected 

service will be required to submit copies of the cover page and first cited page of each source 

listed in the bibliography with the final paper in order to receive a grade on the assignment. 

 

Assignments are scored from 0-100 points. Assignments can be turned in at any point up until the 

beginning of the class in which it is due! The due dates are on the syllabus schedule and also 

appear on the homework instructions posted on Mycourses.  

 

Late Assignments/homework and/or late posts to the response questions on the discussion board 

will NOT be accepted. This includes any second resubmissions. Even if you are ill or have an 

excused absence, you will not be allowed to make these things up. You have sufficient time to 

complete the homework so there is no excuse for waiting and then not being able to submit them. 

 

 

Final Grade Breakdown: 

 

Attendance/In-class Participation: 100 points (ten 10 point contributions) 

Response Papers: 100 points (five 20 point response papers) 

Assignments: 200 points (two 100 point assignments) 

Quizzes: 300 points (two of three 150 point quizzes will be used; lowest quiz dropped) 

Final: 300 points 

________________ 

TOTAL 1000 points 

 

There is NO scaling/curving for final grades or on individual components of grades. In 

the rare event an answer on a quiz/final is incorrectly designated, additional points will be 

awarded. In the rare event that more than 10% of the class can suggest a reasonable 

alternative to the designated answer, additional points may be awarded. 

 

Final grades will be assigned based on the total percentage achieved: A: 930-1000, A-: 

900-920, B+: 870-890, B: 830-860, B-: 800-820, C+: 750-790, C: 700-740, C-: 650-



690, D+: 600-640, D: 550-590, D-: 500-540, F: below 500. The grading scale is very 

generous (50% is passing). 

 

Incomplete Grades: 

According to the university catalogue, an incomplete grade may be given only in 

exceptional circumstances at the discretion of the instructor and at the student's request 

no more than 48 hours after the final exam or class. The student must be passing the 

course at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing that the instructor 

believes that upon completion of the work, the student will pass the course. If the work is 

not completed with one year of recording the I, the grade will become an F(I). 

 

It is possible to earn an “A” in this class even without obtaining an “A” on any quiz or 

the final. For example:  

You receive 135/150 points on quiz 1 (90%, A-),  130/150 points on quiz 2 (87%, B+), 

and 100/150 points on quiz 3 (67%, C-), 270/300 points on the final (90%, A-), 100/100 

points on in-class participation (100%, A), 95/100 points on response papers (95%, A), 

and 200/200 (100%, A) points on your assignments.   

Your total is: 135 + 130 + 270 + 100+ 95 +  200 = 930/100 = 93% A (remember your 

lowest quiz is dropped). 

 

 

Personal Responsibility 

 

By enrolling and remaining in this class after add-drop period, you have agreed to the 

course policy stated in this document and explained on the first day of class.  You are 

being given ample opportunity to succeed through a dropped quiz grade, the offer of 

tutoring, and extra credit.  Moreover, approximately one third of your final grade is 

earned simply by attending the experiments and attending to the material in class to 

correctly answer clicker questions.   

 

For your part, you are expected to be responsible for your behavior and success in this 

class by studying, coming prepared to all classes and tests, living up to the University’s 

academic honesty policy, and being respectful of all class members.  Please feel free to 

contact your professor or teaching assistant if you have any questions or concerns.  

However, please check this document first, as it answers most policy/grading questions. 

 

 

Disclaimer: 

 

Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) 

statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance 

notice.  

  



 

Schedule 

Date Topic Reading Assignment Response Paper Due 

1/28 TOPIC 1 - INTRODUCTION 

What is cognitive psychology 

and how does it relate to other 

areas of psychology? What is the 

history of cognitive psychology? 

What are some of the measures 

psychologists use? What defines 

an experiment and why are 

experiments important in 

psychology? 

TOPIC 2 – NEURAL BASIS OF 

COGNITION 

What are the major divisions 

and structures of the brain? How 

do neurons communicate? How 

do we combine brain 

methodologies with behavior to 

understand psychological 

functioning? How does the 

visual system work? 

Chapter 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2 

  

2/4 TOPIC 3 – VISUAL 

RECOGNTION 

What are some principles which 

organize our vision? How does 

our brain integrate visual 

information with stored 

knowledge? How are objects and  

words recognized? What are 

some models of recognition? Is 

recognition of faces “special”? 

Chapter 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework 1 

assigned 

 

2/11 TOPIC 4 – ATTENTION 

What are the limits of attention 

(including selective attention)?  

Do we filter out unwanted 

information? What is priming 

and how does it influence 

attention?  What is automaticity 

and how is it related to priming? 

What is executive functioning 

and how does it influence 

attention? 

Chapter 4  Think about all the 

sensory information 

our brains take in 

everyday. Do we 

process everything? 

What mechanisms or 

rules might the brain 

use to process only 

what is most 

important? 

2/18 Quiz 1 (Topics 1 - 4) 



2/25 TOPIC 5- ACQUISITION OF 

MEMORY & WORKING 

MEMORY 

What are the different types and 

stages of memory? What is 

working memory? What are the 

different ways we process 

information that affect its recall 

and recognition? What cues do 

we use to aid memory? 

Chapter 5   

3/4 TOPIC 6- RETRIEVAL AND 

STORAGE OF MEMORY 

What are ways we can improve 

the recall and recognition of 

information? What are the 

different ways to test memory? 

What is the difference between 

source memory and familiarity? 

What is implicit memory? Can 

different memory types be 

separated in the brain? What 

happens in amnesia? 

TOPIC 7 –MEMORY ERRORS 

How accurate are our 

memories? What are memory 

intrusions and why do we mis-

remember? Why do we forget 

and can “forgotten” memories 

be “found”? How is 

autobiographical memory 

different from other memory 

types?  

Chapter 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 7 

Homework 1 

due 

How accurate do you 

think eye-witness 

testimony is? Recall 

an instance where you 

were positive that you 

saw 

something/someone 

and then came to 

realize that you 

memory was wrong or 

faulty. What made you 

think you were 

positive of your 

memory in the first 

place? 

3/11 TOPIC 8 – CONCEPTS AND 

KNOWLEDGE 

How do concepts organize our 

knowledge? What is the 

difference between prototype 

and exemplar theory? What 

principles guide the organization 

of concepts? How do different 

theories propose knowledge is 

stored in the brain? How does 

stored knowledge affect 

incoming sensory information? 

TOPIC 9 – VISUAL IMAGERY 

Do we think in images?  

Chapter 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 10 (pp. 

364-385 only) 

Homework 2 

assigned 

How are our brains 

like computers? How 

do they differ? 



3/18 Spring break 

3/26 Quiz 2 (Topics 5-9) 

4/1  

TOPIC 10 – LANGUAGE 

What are some universals and 

features (building blocks) of 

language? What are the different 

levels of language (from sounds 

to sentence)? What are some 

brain areas important for 

language? What is the 

relationship between thought 

and language?  

Chapter 9  Think about language and how 

it might differ from 

communication. Is language a 

specific type of 

communication? How else to 

people communicate besides 

with their speech? 

4/8  

TOPIC 11- JUDGMENT AND 

REASONING 

What heuristics does the brain 

use to help us make judgments? 

How are induction and 

deduction different? What are 

some of the sources of beliefs? 

How do we make decisions? 

When are decisions emotional? 

How good are we at predicting 

how we will feel? 

Chapter 11   

4/15 

TOPIC 12 – PROBLEM 

SOLVING AND EXPERTISE 

What are some general problem 

solving methods and heuristics? 

When do we become “stuck” 

and unable to solve a problem? 

What does it mean to be a 

creative thinker? Do experts 

have different problem skills 

than novices? 

Chapter 12 (pp. 

445-470 only) 

 Think about rules that you 

were taught in school in math, 

English, and/or science. When 

didn’t the rule work? Why do 

we have rules that help us 

solve problems if not always 

accurate? 

4/22 

Quiz 3 (Topics 10-12) 

4/29 

COURSE CONCLUSION 

What is the future of 

Psychology? 

Article: Barrett, 

2010 

Homework 2 

due 

 



 

5/6 Review and 

catch up day 

  


